Booze, Boom, Bust
1918 – 1929 

I. President Woodrow Wilson

A. 
1918 – During WWI (1914-1918) Wilson presented Congress with “the only possible program” for peace = Fourteen Points

B.
Fourteen Points = Wilson’s plan for a single international alliance = League of Nations
1.
Ideally, if all major countries are “allies”, then there could never be another war (not likely)

2. 
Fourteen Points became part of the Treaty of Versailles (ended WWI)


a. Put tremendous debts on Germany = War Reparations


b. Germany immediately goes into a depression) makes way for a new political party in Germany – Nazi – 



3. Wilson suffers a stroke in 1919, leaving him paralyzed



4. League of Nations fails when US congress refuses to join



5. US opts for isolationism

II. Roaring 1920s

A.  
1920: 19th Amendment = Women’s suffrage

B.  
Harlem Renaissance

1. Black artists & writers flocked to New York City
2. Interracial mixing centered around the arts

a. Literature

b. Paintings

c. Music


VS

d. Langston Hughes – Poet/essayist

e. Louis Armstrong – Jazz Musician

f. Duke Ellington – Jazz Musician

C. Literary Writers 

1. Edgar Allen Poe

2. Ralph Waldo Emerson

3. Thoreau

4. Nathaniel Hawthorne

5. Walt Whitman

6. Emily Dickinson

7. Mark Twain (Samuel Clemmons)

8. F.S. Fitzgerald

9. Ernest Hemingway

D. Prohibition

1. 18th Amendment : Banned Alcohol in the US

2. 1920s became a lawless decade

a. Normally law-abiding citizens made bathtub gin & brewed homemade beer/wine – Bootlegging 

b. Secret pubs called Speakeasies were in abundance

c. Increased incidences of organized crime

1. Al Capone

2. Scarface

E. The Red Scare
1. US government actively sought out “reds” AKA communists or others that held radical political views

2. Fear stuck after the Communist Revolution of Russia in 1917

3. Domino Effect: 1 country falls to communism, all surrounding countries fall to communism

F. Sacco and Vanzetti Trial

1. 1920 Massachusetts 

2. Many Americans held a strong fear of immigrants and radical ideas

3. 2 men robbed a shoe factory shooting and killing 2 workers inside

4. Soon after the police arrested 2 Italian immigrants – Nicola Sacco & Bartolomeo Vanzetti

5. Sacco & Vanzetti were tried and convicted in 1921 of the robbery and murder and sentenced to death

a. Neither man had any criminal records

b. Police had no substantial evidence linking the men to the crime

c. 1927 the men, proclaiming their innocence the entire time, were finally put to death 

G. Labor unrests

1. Strikes swept through the country for better working conditions, allowance of unions and basic workers rights

H. Election of Harding as US President 1920

1. Strongly supported Isolationism

2. Because of the war reparations paid by Germany to the US, the US prospered greatly

3. Famous speech: “Return to normalcy”

4. Scandals

a. “Ohio Gang”

1. Harding was from Ohio & once elected, gave governmental jobs to friends and political supports 

b. Teapot Dome Scandal

1. Harding’s friend, Albert Fall was named Secretary of the Interior
2. Fall illegally leaded US oil reserve land to oil companies in exchange for over $400,000

3. Before the scandal was fully reported, Harding died of a heart attack in 1923

I. Calvin Coolidge became President 1923
1. Nicknamed “Silent Cal”
2. Coolidge had a reputation for being honest

3. Coolidge replaced (fired) all of the “Ohio Gang” governmental workers with honest officials
4. Coolidge worked to support businesses and better the working conditions for women and children
J. Economic Growth
1. Recession: Economic Downturn

2. GNP: Gross National Product

a. Total value of all goods and services produced

b. 1922: GNP = $70 billion

c. 1929: GNP = $100 billion

3. Technology made rapid industrial growth possible
4. Electricity became cheaper than steam power

5. Scientific Management: hiring experts to study how goods could be produced more quickly

6. Productivity: The amount of work a worker can do

7. Welfare Capitalism: Companies encourage workers to buy stock in the company
8. By 1920 60% of American households had electricity
9. Refrigerators, automobiles and the grocery chain stores (A&P) boomed as a result of a wealthier economy

10. Installment Buying: The promise by consumers to pay 

      small regular amounts over a period of time.

11. With the increase in automobile sales, tourism increased

12. With the increase in electric run appliances and gasoline 

      powered equipment, farmers, coal workers, and railroad 

      workers loss significant business.  
K. Nativism: The belief that native-born Americans are superior to foreigners

1. This new sense of nativism spurred a revival of the Ku Klux Klan

2. Anti-Immigrant prejudice also rose

a. Emergency Quota Act: This law established a quota system limiting the number of immigrants from each country into the US (3%)
b. National Origins Act: reduced the immigration rate to 2% per country

c. These laws did not apply to immigrants from the western hemisphere – 1 million Mexicans had come to live in the US legally

L.  The Scopes Trial
1. 1925

2. State of Tennessee passed a law making it illegal to teach evolution

3. A young high school teacher named John Scopes willfully broke the law and taught the theory of evolution to his students

4. Scopes was supported by the ACLU – American Civil Liberties Union

5. Scopes was found guilty and fined $100. but the damage was done to break open discussion about how humans had got “here”
M.  Election of 1928
1. President Coolidge shocked Americans by announcing he would not seek a second term in office

2. Herbert Hoover ran as the Republican nominee

3. Hoover won in a landslide because of racism/prejudice against Alfred Smith the Democratic nominee

a. Smith was a 1st generation Catholic

b. Very outspoken

c. Americans didn’t trust Smith
4. Unfortunately for Hoover, America was about to get rocked by the European Depression 
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