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The Korean War has been called the "Forgotten War," historically overshadowed by World War II and Vietnam, though it figures prominently in the development of events. The Korean War was one of the first episodes of the Cold War and involved many of the great personalities of the era: Truman, MacArthur, Mao, and Stalin. 

The Korean War began in the early hours of June 25, 1950, when North Korean troops crossed the 38th parallel and invaded South Korea. The war featured some of the most intense fighting ever experienced by American soldiers -- and some of the worst conditions. Nearly 37,000 American servicemen lost their lives in three years, the majority of losses concentrated in the first year. This is a significantly higher figure per year than the 58,000 American casualties spread over ten years in Vietnam. 

There were both severe trials and staggering accomplishments during the war: the humiliating retreat of inexperienced U.S. soldiers in the opening days of the war; the brilliant Inchon landings masterminded by MacArthur; the grittiness exhibited in Chosin by the 1st Marine Division surrounded by a vast Chinese force; and the savage hill fighting during the last years of the conflict.
Although an armistice was signed in 1953 between the United Nations, the US, China and North Korea, South Korea refused to sign, leaving the two Koreas separate to this day
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In the early hours of June 25, 1950, a sleeping South Korea was invaded by 135,000 North Korean troops. With Soviet-designed invasion plans, the well-equipped and well-trained force shocked and overwhelmed the ill-equipped and scattered South Korean army.
Within three days, the North Korean People's Army (NKPA) captured Seoul and effectively destroyed South Korea's army. The American expatriate community -- which included a U.S. military advisory force of 500 -- was caught completely off guard, and forced to evacuate. 
Inchon Landings: The Inchon invasion was the last brilliant operation of Gen. MacArthur's career. While the bulk of the North Korean Army was kept occupied by Gen. Walton Walker's forces along the Pusan Perimeter, MacArthur planned an amphibious assault on Inchon that would trap the entire NKPA force in the South.
The 70,000 strong X Corps was mobilized from scratch in lightning speed. The Navy and Marines performed the operation perfectly - overcoming the extreme tides and geographic challenges - and the small force defending the city.
Battle for Seoul: The Inchon landings surprised and caught the NKPA off guard. Seoul would be more difficult. After liberating Inchon, the X Corps engaged in intense battles to the west of Seoul and then entered the city.
For four days the Marines fought street battles with 20,000 NKPA soldiers. On September 29, two weeks after the Inchon landings, MacArthur triumphantly returned to Seoul with President Syngman Rhee. The Allies discovered a badly scarred city - and massacres of South Korean civilians.
North to the 38th: On September 15, the X Corps overwhelmed the small NKPA force at Inchon. A day later, Gen. Walker ordered a breakout of the Pusan Perimeter. The Eighth Army and ROK units moved north through many of the same towns they earlier lost.
Initially, the North Koreans fought stubbornly. But news of Inchon and their impending encirclement by the Allies caused them to go into full retreat. Within a few weeks, the NKPA in South Korea was scattered and destroyed.
Race to the Yalu: On September 27, Truman authorized MacArthur to cross the 38th parallel. The UN forces moved rapidly into North Korea, capturing the port of Wonsan, and taking the capital, Pyongyang, on October 19. Hoping to end hostilities before the onset of winter, the US forces quickly came to within miles of the Chinese border.
Total victory appeared imminent. On Thanksgiving Day, American soldiers celebrated Thanksgiving in the frigid cold -- within sight of the Chinese border.
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Directions: Using the American History text, your outline notes, as well as credible internet sources, complete this overview of the Korea War. If you require more paper than what is in this packet, then please feel free to use the supplement paper











