:Man Knowledge: 

World War I Battles Every Man (and awesome ladies) Should Know
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World War I Overview


It’s probably happened to you before.  In the midst of an in depth conversation on a manly topic (such as the great outdoors, history, literature, etc), someone looks to you for information that for whatever reason they assume you have.  After all, you’re sporting that sweet new Art of Manliness T-shirt and surely your man knowledge is up to par.  More often than not, you end up having to dodge the question in an attempt to cover for your ignorance of the topic, or just sheepishly admit that you just don’t know.  We here at Art of Manliness want to fill the gaps in your man knowledge, thus preventing such a social tragedy from occurring again in the future.  In our new series Man Knowledge, we’ll catch you up on the basics of a given topic that we feel every man should be familiar with.

I believe that the more you know about the past, the better you are prepared for the future.
-Theodore Roosevelt

Historical topics seem the most likely candidates for a man knowledge refresher, since most boys often overlook the study of history while in school, only to spawn an interest in the topic later in life.  In this first segment of Man Knowledge, we’ll be looking at some of the most important battles of the First World War.
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The Battle of Verdun
Date – February 21- December 18, 1916

Conflict – World War I

Participants – German Army vs French Army

Location – Verdun, France

Interesting Facts – 
· Longest battle of WWI

· One of the most devastating battles in human history 
· First recorded use of the flamethrower as a weapon (by German forces).

With the advent of trench warfare, achieving a clear cut victory on the battlefield became nearly impossible.  In the past, two opposing armies had merely faced off against one another, and the victor was apparent when the opposing force either retreated or was overcome.  In trench warfare, however, trenches and other fortifications slowed attackers significantly, which allowed defensive reinforcements time to arrive and strengthen the position, which very seldom allowed for attackers to make significant gains by capturing significant strategic positions.  In early 1916, the German High Command sought to take advantage of the constant French reserve forces pouring into German offensives by attacking a point that the French forces would sacrifice every last man to protect.  By attacking such a point, Germany created an opportunity to inflict massive casualties on French forces by forcing the French into a battle of attrition.  The point of attack chosen by German High Command was Verdun, a city built within a loop of the Meuse River.

After a slow start, the German force broke through the main French defensive line, capturing over 10,000 prisoners.  The initial onslaught of German artillery and manpower overwhelmed the French, and in several places the defensive lines collapsed as units broke rank and fled to the rear.  Increasing the French woes was the fact that there was only one supply route in and out of the city, and it was utterly inadequate.  French General Philippe Pétain immediately ordered the expansion of this route, drastically improving French supply lines.  As the Germans continued their offensive, the tide began to turn in favor of the French, now well supplied thanks to their new supply line.  When French General Robert Nivelle took command of French forces, the French took the offensive against the Germans for the first time.  Although the Germans gained ground again at several points, they lost their overall momentum and were eventually driven out of the city.  In the aftermath, casualties amounted to over 550,000 on the French side and 450,000 for Germany.

[image: image4.wmf]The Battle of the Somme
Date – July 1- November 18, 1916

Conflict – World War I

Participants – British & French vs German 

Location – Between the Somme and Ancre Rivers in France

Interesting Facts – 
· One of the bloodiest battles in recorded history 
· Marked the debut of the tank on the battlefield 
· Among German troops on the defensive front was a young Corporal…Adolf Hitler

With Germany penetrating deep behind Allied lines and the Battle of Verdun well under way, it became apparent that the Allied forces needed to mount an attack on the Germans.  By doing so, they would allow themselves the chance to recover lost ground, as well as potentially draw German reinforcements away from their offensive in Verdun.  The Somme was a critical region for both sides, representing the German defensive front and lost ground that needed to be regained for the Allies.  Retaking it would be no easy task, however.  The German forces had long held control of the area, and had steadily been strengthening defensive armaments in the region.  To complicate matters, the offensive would require an uphill assault through muddy, barbwire ridden trenches while the German defensive positions enjoyed a clear view from above.

Following several days of Allied artillery bombardment, Allied forces mounted their assault.  The first day saw massive casualties for the allies, with nearly 60,000 men wounded or killed.  The German defensive positions were clearly too strong to attack head on, and yet the assault continued.  In the following weeks the Allied forces suffered unimaginable casualties while German forces remained relatively unscathed in comparison.  Faced with the indisputable truth that if they pulled out here the devastation would only be worse in Verdun, the Allied command chose to continue the assault.  It was not until the tank made its debut on the battlefield that Allied forces began to gain considerable ground.  Initially catching unsuspecting German forces off guard, the tank rolled right over the barbwire and mud holes that had slowed ground troops, allowing the Allies to push into the German lines.  The tanks were fraught with mechanical problems and were still prone to artillery fire, however, and were not enough to finish the job.  Although the Allied forces failed to break the German defensive lines, they succeeded in pushing the German army back and out of the Somme region, as well as in taking some pressure off the forces in Verdun.  Having sustained casualties of over 650,000, the German army never fully recovered from the assault.
Name: ________________________________________________

Date: ________________________

Period:________________
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PART I: Categorizing Information (Day 1)
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EXTRA – EXTRA… READ ALL ABOUT IT!

Writing a newspaper article is an example of expository writing. Newspaper reporters are careful not to show their personal feelings, but instead, report as accurately as possible the facts of an event. Even though writing for the newspaper is factual, it should not sound boring. The article should still be interesting to the reader. Otherwise, no one will read the article!

Directions: First read carefully the two articles about the Verdun Battle and the Battle of Somme. After reading both articles, remember to choose the one article that you felt more interested in. Then using the chart below, identify and write at least 4 things that made that article interesting, and 4 things that you think were not interesting. After you have compiled your lists, write a summary of the article, including some important facts. Be prepared to share your summary with the rest of the class. 

	This was interesting
	This was not interesting

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Summary of what your article will be about (4 – 5 sentences; use the back of this paper if you need more room): __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

PART II: Organizing Your Thoughts (Day 2)
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      Today you are going to organize your thoughts about the battle of your choosing into a first 

  draft. Very rarely do authors publish their unedited first drafts. This is the time to take chances with your writing and explore your own ability to communicate to an invisible audience. 
Directions: Using your original interesting choices from Part I “Categorizing Information” organize your thoughts into the following Graphic Organizer. After you have completed imputing information onto the graphic organizer, you will then use the paper attached to construct a 5 paragraph (first draft) newspaper article on your topic. 







First draft of your article (4 – 5 paragraphs with a definitive Introduction, Body and Conclusion): __________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Name: ________________________________________________

Date: ________________________

Period:________________

PART III: Brainstorming and Building (Day 3)

Newspaper writers often write many drafts of their story before the story is put to print.     

   For this part of the assignment, you will be working in pairs to edit and expand on your   

      Peer’s first draft article. Think of this section as the “editing” portion. 
Directions: With a partner, and a copy of the original article to reference, use the writing rubric below to score each first draft article you read. Each person should score the article separately, and the final score will be averaged to "grade" the article. You should be grading a total of two summaries each. Please discuss each summary as a team and brainstorm ideas that could improve the article. Write your brainstorming ideas at the bottom of the Rubric.
	New London High School

	Newspaper Writing Rubric


	Date Submitted:
	Title of Work:

	Name: 
	Teacher:


	Criteria
	Points
	

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	 

	Organization
	Sequence of information is difficult to follow.
	Reader has difficulty following work because student jumps around.
	Student presents information in logical sequence which reader can follow.
	Information in logical, interesting sequence which reader can follow.
	____/____

	Content Knowledge
	Student does not have grasp of information; student cannot answer questions about subject.
	Student is uncomfortable with content and is able to demonstrate basic concepts.
	Student is at ease with content, but fails to elaborate.
	Student demonstrates full knowledge (more than required).
	____/____

	Grammar and Spelling
	Work has four or more spelling errors and/or grammatical errors.
	Presentation has three misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	Presentation has no more than two misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	Presentation has no misspellings or grammatical errors.
	____/____

	Neatness
	Work is Illegible.
	Work has three or four areas that are sloppy. 
	Work has one or two areas that are sloppy. 
	Work is neatly done.
	____/____

	 
	 
	 
	 
	Total---->
	____/____

	
	
	
	
	Final Grave Average
	_______


Brainstorming/Building Ideas:
Name: ________________________________________________

Date: ________________________

Period:________________

PART IV: Putting Your Story to Print (Day 4&5)

After hours of reading, researching, editing and revising, journalists are finally ready to put their stories to “print”. 
Directions: Using your Graphic Organizer and first draft article from Part II: “Organizing Your Thoughts”, combined with the editing rubric completed by your peers in Part III, construct a final copy of your newspaper article on a separate sheet/s of lined paper. Make sure to include a Title and the Author’s name (that’s you!). Please remember that your newspaper must adhere to the following guidelines – 


Check-off List: 
· Have a completed Graphic Organizer based on your Part I and Part II activity Sheets

· Used some of your peer’s ideas from Part II’s: “Brainstorming and Building Ideas”
· Titled your article

· Clearly sighted the Author’s name (that’s you again)

· The introductory paragraph grabs the readers attention from the start

· Article uses at least three main interesting ideas/points

· The conclusion reiterates the thesis/main idea of your article 

· You have had a peer read your final copy of the article and have made any corrections deemed needed/necessary 

Please use the space below to share any questions/comments/concerns you have for your teacher about your newspaper article:
*Your final grade will be based on the teacher generated Rubric entitled “Rubric for Newspaper Report”. 
	New London High School

	Newspaper Writing Rubric
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	Name: __________________________________

Teacher: Mrs. Stark


	Date Submitted: ____________

Title of Work: ___________________



	 

Criteria
Points
1

2

3

4

 

Organization
Sequence of information is difficult to follow.

Reader has difficulty following work because student jumps around.

Student presents information in logical sequence which reader can follow.

Information in logical, interesting sequence which reader can follow and expository writing is evident.

____
Content Knowledge
Student does not have grasp of information; student cannot answer questions about subject.

Student is uncomfortable with content and is able to demonstrate basic concepts.

Student is at ease with content, but fails to elaborate.

Student demonstrates full knowledge (more than required).

____
Grammar and Spelling
Work has four or more spelling errors and/or grammatical errors.

Presentation has three misspellings and/or grammatical errors.

Presentation has no more than two misspellings and/or grammatical errors.

Presentation has no misspellings or grammatical errors.

____
Neatness
Work is Illegible.

Work has three or four areas that are sloppy. 

Work has one or two areas that are sloppy. 

Work is neatly done.

____
References
Work displays no references.

Work does not have the appropriate number of required references.

Reference section was completed incorrectly

Work displays the correct number of references, written correctly.

____
 

 

 

 

Total---->

      Score X 5 =
______

________


	Teacher Comments:




Thesis Statement


(Main Idea/point)





P5





Interesting Point #1:











Supporting Details:





Interesting Point #2:











Supporting Details:








Interesting Point #3:











Supporting Details:








P2





P3





P4





Thesis Statement


(Main Idea/point)





P1
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World War I Battles Every Man (and awesome ladies) Should Know





Directions: Below are summaries about the Verdun Battle and the Battle of Somme. After reading both summaries, choose one that interests you more. Then using the resources available to you, research and recreate a newspaper article about the battle of your choice. You may choose your audience, however your tone and style must reflect the time period of the battle. In other words, you are writing a newspaper article about one of the battles below as though you are a journalist and the battle has just happened. You will be given a separate packet to organize your expository writing. Follow the directions on the graphic organizer packet to complete this newspaper article project. 








