The Early Hebrews
I. Emergence of a new religious identity
A.
Between 2000BC and 1500BC a new society of people appeared in Southwest Asia.

B.
They were the Hebrews


1.
Early Hebrews were Herders



2.
They developed rapidly and became a major 

influence on many of their surrounding civilizations.
C. The Hebrews were followers of Judaism
1.
Judaism is the first known monotheistic religion 

2.
They believe that Yahweh is their God
D. Much of what historians know about the Hebrews came from accounts by Hebrew Scribes
II. The Beginnings in Canaan and Egypt
A. The Torah, the holy book of the Jewish faith, traces the origins of Judaism back to a man named Abraham
B. As told in the Torah, Yahweh, the higher/supreme power of the Jewish and later Christian faith, told Abraham to leave his home in Mesopotamia
C. Under his direction, Abraham was to take his family west to the “promised land” of which God would make his descendents, children, into a mighty nation. 
D. Abraham left Mesopotamia and settled in Canaan, near modern day Jerusalem

E. In later years, some Hebrews moved to Egypt 

III. Hebrews in Egypt

A. While in Egypt, the Jewish population grew. Mainly in part due to the fertile soil of the Nile River

B. As the Hebrew population grew, the Pharaoh, the Egyptian ruler, grew more fearful
1. The Pharaoh feared that because their population was so great, that the Hebrews could soon take over the power of Egypt.

C. To ensure that the Hebrews would not rise up against the powers of Egypt, the Pharaoh made all the Jews Slaves.
IV. The Exodus

A. According to the Torah and the Bible, the Christian holy book, a leader named Moses appeared among the Hebrews in Egypt.
B. In the 1200s BC the Pharaoh ordered all boys under the age of 2 to be thrown into the Nile to die

1. He did this to cut down the population of the Hebrews

2. He also did this because there was a prophecy, foretelling of the future, that a child who would one day conquer Egypt was born.
C. Moses mother, who worked for the Pharaoh found out about the plan. 
D. According the Torah, she sent Moses down the Nile river in a basket. 

E. Moses was rescued by the Queen of Egypt, who raised him as her own son. 

F. Ramasses II and Moses were raised as brothers. 
G. As Moses grew he learned of his true background and eventually went to the King (which was now Ramasses II) to ask that he allow the Hebrews to be set Free. 

H. Ramasses II refused and soon after Egypt was stricken with a series of 10 plagues, or disasters
1.     One of the most noted plagues created the Jewish 

        holiday of Passover
2.     The Israelites were instructed by their God to 

        slaughter a lamb and spread the blood of the lamb   

        over their doorway so the plague would know which  

        houses were Jewish and they would be safe. Then at 

        midnight on the 15th of the month of Nissan, God’s 

        wrath came to Egypt to kill all the first born sons of 

        Egypt. 

3. The Plague “passed over the Jewish houses”

I. After this final plague, Ramasses, whose son was killed by the plague, allowed the Jewish people to leave Egypt
J. As the Israelites left they found themselves trapped between Ramasses’ armies and the Red Sea. Moses lifts his staff and parts the water for the Jewish people to safely escape from the Egyptian soldiers trying to kill them.

K. For forty years the Hebrews wonders the desert in search of Canaan. 
L. During this time Moses presented the people with the Ten Commandments, a written code of moral laws.

V. King’s Unite the Israelites
A.
In the mid 1000s BC Saul became Israel’s first king. He was a strong military leader, but not well liked
B.
When Saul died, David stepped in and became king. David was well liked by the Israelites and was also a strong military leader. King David was able to conquer the city of Jerusalem, which became the holy city of the Jews.

C.
King David’s son Solomon took the throne in 965BC. Solomon continued to expand the Israelite nation making it a very wealthy and powerful nation. 
D.
When Solomon died in 930BC war broke out throughout Israel. By 722BC the Assyrians conquered the Israelites. 
E.
Then in 566BC the Chaldeans conquered Jerusalem and destroyed Solomon’s temple. 

F.
This scattering of the Jews was called Diaspora

G.
In 160BC a Jewish family named the Maccabees led a 

series of revolts and were able to rule the Jewish home lands for about 100 years. They were eventually conquered by the Romans.

VI. Jewish Beliefs and Texts
A. Obedience of the Ten Commandments and the Mosaic Laws (another series of laws set forth by Moses)
B. The Torah, the most sacred holy book of the Jews

C. The Tanach, the Jewish Bible (includes the Torah and the other writings.

D. The Talmud, a series of stories made between AD200 – 600, which tell of Jewish history and belief

E. Synagogue’s are their houses of worship

F. Prophets are people who they believe have been spoken to by their God to teach others the way of Yahwey

G. Dead Sea scrolls, written by Jews who lived about 2,000 years ago.

H. Holidays: 


1. Hanukkah – Celebrates the rededication of the second temple of Solomon by the Maccabees 
2. Passover – Exodus stories

3. Rosh Hashanah – Celebrates the Jewish New Year

4. Yom Kippur – Forgiveness of wrongs 
